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Dredging Regulations – Past  
A long time ago (1920): What regulations? 
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Dredging Regulations – Past  
1968: US Army Corps of Engineers permit 
guidance, sample letter 
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Dredging Regulations – Past 
 

c. 1968 – a single application for dredging in 
San Francisco Bay was introduced  

BCDC – Commission vote for 100,000+ cy 

SLC – 6 months to review 

RWQCB – sediment analysis, standardized 2 
page Sampling & Analysis Plan 

 
 



Dredging Regulations – Present 

2001 – Long Term Management Strategy for 
the Placement of Dredged Material in the San 
Francisco Bay Region, Management Plan 
Minimize unnecessary dredging 
Reuse dredged material, with step-down 

reduction of in-bay disposal (20% in 2013) 
Established dredging windows (4 months 

for Oakland) 
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Dredging Regulations – Present 
2001 – Dredged Material Management Office 
Review and approve Sampling and Analysis 

Plans and Tier I requests 
Review sediment test reports and make 

suitability determinations for disposal 
One-stop shopping for permitting (almost) 
Improvements over time (e.g., 5 year 

alternatives analysis) 
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Dredging Regulations – Future 
My goals: 

Coordinated approach to health of S.F. Bay 
(endangered species, essential fish habitat, 
water quality, turbidity) 

More options for cost-effective sediment 
management (i.e., beneficial reuse sites) 

Better integration with other environmental 
goals and regulations (e.g., air quality) 
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Questions? 
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