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Office of Coast Survey 
The Nation’s Nautical Chartmaker 
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Charting responsibilities 
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Expanding user base 

(ECDIS) 

(ECS) 

(chart platform) 

(mobile apps) 

*A SOLAS ship is any ship to which 
the International Convention for the 
Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) 1974 
applies; namely, a 
passenger ship engaged on an 
international voyage, or. a non-
passenger ship of 500 tons gross 
tonnage or more engaged on an 
international voyage. 

(new modes of use) 
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What product meets your needs? 



N a t i o n a l  O c e a n i c  a n d  A t m o s p h e r i c  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  │  O f f i c e  o f  C o a s t  S u r v e y  

Navigational charts 

• Paper nautical charts 
• Sold commercially 

• PDF charts 
• Free download 

• Raster navigational charts 
• NOAA RNC® 

• Electronic navigational charts 
• NOAA ENC® 

• NOAA BookletChart™ 
• Free download 

• Chart Tile Service 
• For App and S/W developers 
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ENC Online 

• Can view ENC 
without ECDIS 

• Useful for 
planning 
voyages  

nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/ENCOnline 
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U.S. Coast Pilot 
Use as HTML 
• Connect online to geo-tagged 

documents 
Available as print-on-demand  

• Updated with critical corrections 
• Currently three distributors 
• Meets carriage requirements with a 

certificate of authenticity 
PDF available for free download 

• Updated with critical corrections 
• “Print Your Own” meets carriage 

requirements 
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Click on the map-based chart locator at nauticalcharts.noaa.gov 
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Source Diagrams 
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Report chart discrepancies 

nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/discrepancy 
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NOAA survey assets 

Rainier 
Newport, Oregon 
1968 

Fairweather 
Ketchikan, Alaska 
1968, 2010  

Thomas Jefferson 
Norfolk, Virginia 
1992 

Bay Hydro II 
Silver Spring, Maryland 

2008 

Ferdinand R. Hassler 
New Hampshire 

2012 

King Air 
2009 

6 Navigation 
Response Teams 



Contracting for surveys 

Data 
Acquisition 
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Data acquisition 
Multibeam echo sounder Side scan sonar 
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Satellite-derived bathymetry 

Autonomous underwater 
vehicles 

Autonomous 
surface vehicles 

New technologies for more data 



Barnegat Bay 

Data 
Acquisition 

Blending solutions 
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Tri-Agency Listening Sessions (2014) 

• NOAA – USCG – COE 
• 10 sessions around the country, including Oakland. 

• Virtual Aids to Navigation (ATON) 
• Lots of passionate discussion 
• I think the USCG heard, loud and clear 

• Concern that rec boaters are being ignored 
• Raster tile service, find ways to update data 
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cetsound.noaa.gov 
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nauticalcharts.noaa.gov 
Blogging at noaanauticalcharts.wordpress.com 

Twitter @NOAAcharts 
Facebook at NOAA Charts 

jeffrey.ferguson@noaa.gov 
 
Cell: 301-351-7798 
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