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Ex p lo r in g  w a t e r fro n t  in fra s t r u ct u re  a n d  
s it in g  o n  t h e  Ce n t ra l Co a s t

• Context on the Central Coast region and economy 
• Early work on exploring the opportunities from OSW 

development
• Overview of the Central Coast Emerging Industries and 

Waterfront Siting Infrastructure Study
• Next steps for the Central Coast
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Sn a p s h o t  o f t h e  Ce n t ra l Co a s t  

Demographics

• Slowing population 
growth

• Disproportionate 
share of 65+

• Lower than average 
labor force 
participation rate

• More highly educated 
population

• Low unemployment

Major sectors 

• Health services
• Agriculture
• Real estate, 

construction, 
development, 
commercial services

• Education
• Government

Target industries

• Agtech
• Cleantech and 

renewable energy
• Aerospace, defense, 

precision 
manufacturing

• Technology

Major challenges

• Infrastructure
• Housing supply and 

affordability
• Mismatch between 

wages and high cost 
of living

• Major transitions –
Diablo Canyon, OSW 
emergence
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Ea r ly  w o r k  o n  o p p o r t u n it ie s  fro m  OSW 
d e ve lo p m e n t



REACH Central Coast Waterfront Infrastructure Study
Regional Partnership to Explore Central Coast 

Waterfront Infrastructure Opportunities
Funding and Project Oversight:  

Project Administration: Technical Consulting Lead: 



Governance and Outreach

Technical Steering + Elected 
Review Committees

Stakeholder 
Outreach + Briefings

+ Infrastructure owners/operators

+ Local government and 
community stakeholders

+ State/Federal agencies

Project 
Outcomes

● Technical “menu of options” for port infrastructure on the Central 
Coast

● Exercise in deeper community engagement to prepare for OSW



High Level Summary



Small Facility Screening Approach



Large Facility Screening Approach



San Luis Obispo County Overview



Focus Area - Morro Bay



Focus Area - Diablo Canyon



Focus Area - Diablo Canyon



Focus Area - Port San Luis/Cal Poly Pier



Focus Area - Port San Luis/Cal Poly Pier
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Wh a t ’s  n e x t ?

• Defining scope for $1 million to advance next phase of port 
planning

• Continuing to work with infrastructure owners/operators 
and developers to understand options and strategies

• Community engagement and consensus building
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