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• A need to address the 
regulatory concerns.
– Regional Water Control Board

• Who got involved?
– Marinas and yacht clubs from 

Dana Point to Chula Vista and 
Industry Associations.

• How was the program 
developed?
– By understanding the issues and 

collaborating with other programs 
from other states
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The Clean Marinas Program is a partnership 
of private marina owners, government 
marina operators and yacht clubs.



The Clean Marinas Program is an ongoing 
endeavor, by a marina industry alliance, 
determined to provide environmentally 
clean facilities and protect the states’ 
coastal and inland waters from pollution 
through compliance of best management 
practices.
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• Train and establish review teams and then 
certify marinas and yacht clubs when 
asked…all voluntary!

• Update the program manual content as 
needed

• Maintain website and communications with 
stake holders, government entities and the 
public

• Re-certify each marina or yacht club every five 
years
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 Three-person teams 
visit marinas, complete 
the checklists and score 
sheets, and, if criteria is 
met,  recommend that 
the marina or yacht 
club earn the Clean 
Marinas Program 
designation
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 Marina Review: 3-4 hours
 Cost: $750 per certification
 Designation: certificate and website listing
 Flag, burgee and decals for display at 

facility
 Eligible for marketing as “Clean Marinas 

Program Certified”
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 Emergencies
 Petroleum containment
 Topside boat maintenance 

and cleaning
 Underwater boat hull 

cleaning
 Marina operations
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 Marina debris
 Boat sewage discharge
 Solid waste
 Liquid Waste
 Fish Waste
 Environmental Programs
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 Hazardous materials

 Storm water runoff

 Environmental programs

 Outside checklist
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 Government regulations

 Listing of resources

 Signage examples

 Acknowledgements

 Listing marinas, yacht clubs and other 
slip facilities
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• 122 Marinas & yacht clubs as of Dec 2013 and 
68 Recertification's
– 89 Salt Water Marinas & Yacht clubs

– Paradise Village Marina, Puerto Vallarta

– 1 Southern California Lake Marina

– 16 Northern California Lake marinas and 4 Delta 
marinas

– 3 Military-operated marinas

– 5 Marinas on Lake Mead and Lake Mohave
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 Congratulations to the marinas and 
yacht clubs that have complete the 
certification.  

 They have demonstrated they are 
encouraging boaters and employees to 
use Best Management Practices to 
protect the environment and prevent or 
reduce pollution in our state’s waters.  
They have been designated a “Clean 
Marina.”
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• Based on Best Management Practices (BMP)
• Administered by industry volunteers with 

help and support from CAHM&PC and 
Marina Recreation Association.

• One of 2 programs in the U.S. 
administered and financed entirely by the 
marina industry.

• Website manual is shared with all states, 
governments, stakeholders and marina 
associations at no cost.
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• Association of Marine Industries
• California Association of Harbor Masters & 

Port Captains
• California Department of Boating and 

Waterways
• Marina Recreation Association
• Recreational Boaters of California
• University of California Sea Grant Extension 

Program
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 City of Oceanside

 San Diego Association of Yacht Clubs

 San Diego Dock Masters Group

 San Diego Oceans Foundation

 San Diego Port Tenants Association

 San Diego Unified Port District

 United States Green Building Council (LEED)
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 San Diego Bay Council
◦ San Diego Audubon Society

◦ San Diego BayKeeper

◦ San Diego Environmental Health Coalition

◦ Sierra Club, San Diego Chapter

◦ Surfrider Foundation, San Diego Chapter
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• Water Quality Board 
requiring new marina 
developments to be 
certified “Clean Marinas”.

• Invasive species.

• Marina’s jurisdiction over 
a private vessel.

• Upland runoff into marina 
waters.
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• Certify a majority of all marinas and yacht 
clubs as Clean Marinas in California as well 
as any marinas in other states that wish to 
be a part of our program.

• Keep our technology and program content 
current.

• Improve our regional administration.

• Encourage the sharing of our program 
content with other states and countries.
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 Encourage marinas and yacht 
clubs to become certified.

 Provide suggestions on how we 
can make this program and the 
manual even better.

 Stay involved to insure our 
environment continues to 
improve.
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THANK YOU
www.cleanmarina.org
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